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The Armenian has held his own in a remarkable way
considering the countless difficulties under which he has
labored.
"Conceive   the   inevitable   result   of   centuries   of
slavery," said Sir W. M. Ramsay (6), "of subjection
to insult  and  scorn,  centuries in which nothing  that
belonged to  the Armenian, neither his property,  his
house, his life, his person, nor his family, was sacred
or safe from violence—capricious, unprovoked violence,
—to resist which by violence meant death!  I do not mean
that every Armenian suffered so; but that every one
lived in conscious danger from any chance disturbance
or riot.   Every one knew that any sign of spirit or cour-
age would be almost certain to draw down immediate
punishment; and that in bribery of the officials lay the
only hope of redress, and the best chance of escape. . . .
I will say for the Armenians that they have furnished
the most striking examples known to me of capacity to
receive and assimilate and rise quickly to the level of
higher education and nobler nature, when the opportu-
nity has been placed before them by other people. . . .
Some, who have merely come in superficial contact with
the worst class of Armenians—rich and tyrannical, ig-
norant and grasping, tradesmen who have made money in
narrow, sordid business in towns—deny that they have
any virtues at all. ... Further, that is not the class
of Armenians which has given rise to the recent Imperial
policy of massacre.   None know better than the palace
officials that their most useful, nay, their indispensable
instruments in misgoverning the Empire have always
been found in that class and in a corresponding class of
Phanariote Greeks.   It is among the poor Mohammedan
peasantry that the Armenian capitalists are hated; and
the massacres do not originate from the peasants.   Gen-
erally speaking, that class of Armenians has suffered
from the massacres only so far as it was necessary to ap-

